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The Metacomet Land Trust is a non-profit conservation organization dedicated to the protection of open space and natural resources in the communities of South Central Massachusetts.”

Mission statement approved in 1999 and re-affirmed April 25, 2002

The Metacomet Land Trust, PO Box 231, Franklin MA 02038

1-888-298-7284 www.metacometlandtrust.org
November 2009
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

On behalf of the Metacomet Land Trust’s Board of Directors, I am pleased to report that 2009 has been a year of hard work and new opportunities. While it has been a difficult year for non-profit organizations in general, the lessons learned during it will make us stronger. We look forward to your on-going support as we continue to grow our capacity as the lead local land trust in the Blackstone River Valley and in central Norfolk County.

Early this year we completed a conservation restriction on 13.6 acres in Uxbridge near Laurel Brook by working with the New England Forestry Foundation. In Franklin, former residents bequeathed 12.8 acres of open space to Metacomet and it is now named the Reid Memorial Conservation Area. The organization proudly preserves and protects over 68 acres in Franklin.

This year we added the towns of Millbury and Northbridge to our geographic service area. Both towns are growing quickly and were in need of a land trust presence to help them preserve and protect their strategic lands. In Millbury, there is an immediate need to purchase a key 15 acre parcel along Old Common Road. Metacomet is playing a large part in fundraising and publicizing to ensure that the effort is successful. We expect that purchase to be concluded early next year and soon after Millbury will have 120 acres of contiguous open space protected for the enjoyment of all.

We are also helping Whittier Farms with their efforts to place over 300 acres of farm land in Sutton (and Oxford) under the Agricultural Preservation Restriction program. If you would like to know how you can help, or if you know of land owners wanting to preserve and protect their property, please contact us.

In order to better deal with invasive plant species on our properties, we received a grant and were able to partner with the New England Wild Flower Society (NEWFS). Their experts conducted a terrific invasives identification workshop for us in the spring and then led four field tours to two of our properties. They will be presenting us with a plan so that we can better manage and potentially remove these harmful plants from our conservation properties.

As the end of the year approaches, we remember the work we’ve done and think of the many projects ahead. We need to hire a staff person to help us meet all the demands before an active land trust today. We ask that you remember us with an additional year end donation so we can continue to not only meet our stewardship obligations but also be ready to act on land conservation opportunities like the ones described above.

Please feel free to call me or any of our directors. Thank you for your contributions and strong support this year. 

Lisa Mosczynski

President

Metacomet Land Trust is a tax-exempt conservation organization and serves Bellingham, Blackstone, Douglas, Franklin, Mendon, Millbury, Millville, Norfolk, Northbridge, Sutton, Upton, Uxbridge, and Wrentham

MLT Annual Meeting Minutes

Saturday, November 22, 2008
Location: Franklin Elks Lodge, Franklin MA
6:30 p.m.
There being a quorum of members present, Metacomet Land Trust President Lisa Mosczynski called the meeting to order. President Mosczynski reminded all in attendance that this was a very special annual meeting called to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Metacomet Land Trust. 


President Mosczynski noted the passing in 2008 of Henry Boria of Sutton who donated more than 100 acres of land to the land trust and Eric Anderberg who donated countless hours of legal work and advice to the land trust. She noted that the Legal Defense Fund had been renamed in honor of Eric Anderberg.


Ms. Mosczynski then recognized some of the organizations that had partnered with the land trust through those twenty years, many of which had exhibits throughout the room. Those partners include among others the Harper Family Foundation, the New England Wildflower Society, the Manchaug Pond Association, DCR, and the Audubon Society.                              


On a motion made by Larry Rettman and seconded by Shirley Mosczynski the minutes of the annual meeting held on November 29, 2007 were approved by a unanimous vote.


On a motion made by Pat Nedoroscik and seconded by Tom Bik the 2008 Annual Report was accepted by unanimous vote.


President Mosczynski then asked Board of Directors Cliff Matthews and Tom Bik to present a slate of nominations for Board of Directors. On a motion made by Cliff Matthews and seconded by Lisa Mosczynski the following directors were re-elected:

Lisa Mosczynski, Douglas

Barry Lariviere, Bellingham

Anne Matthews, Bellingham

Larry Rettman, Franklin

The motion was approved by unanimous vote.


Mr. Matthews and Mr. Bik then presented a slate of nominations for new Board of Directors members which included:

Susan Darnell, Mendon

Laurie Salmon, Northbridge


On a motion made by Shirley Mosczynski and seconded by Tom Bik the two new members of the Board of Directors were elected by unanimous vote. 


President Mosczynski then asked Board members to come forward and present certificates of recognition to individuals and groups who had made extraordinary efforts in the area of land preservation, conservation, and public awareness. Certificates of recognition were awarded to:

Community

Award Recipient

Bellingham

George Holmes for his years of service to the Bellingham 





Conservation Commission and his work to protect the town’s 




environment

Blackstone

Jim and Maggie Plasse for their leadership of the Blackstone 




River Watershed Association and its efforts to improve and protect 



the river

Douglas

Marylynne Dube for her leadership on the Douglas Conservation 




Commission and its efforts to protect the town’s environment

Franklin

Gino Carlucci for his ongoing work in planning and open space 




preservation in the area

Mendon

Anne Mazar for her ongoing commitment and leadership to the 




Mendon Open Space Committee

Norfolk

Rob Gerrity for his leadership as executive director of the 





Massachusetts Climate Action Network

Sutton & Douglas
Manchaug Pond Association for their efforts to manage storm 




water runoff through their 319 grant

Upton


Ellen Arnold for her work with the friends of the Upton State 




Forest and for highlighting the history of the Civilian Conservation 



Corps there

Uxbridge

Lori Fafard and the Taft School for their Earth Day efforts through 



the decoration and distribution of paper grocery bags which 




brought environmental awareness to students and the public alike

Northbridge

Whitinsville Christian School for its ongoing recycling efforts 




and for taking initiatives to explore alternative energy sources

Wrentham

Barry Kassler for his years of service to the Wrentham Open 




Space Committee and for his preservation leadership


Ms. Mosczynski then recognized current board members who were members of the original tri-town planning group that evolved into the Metacomet Land Trust twenty years ago: Cliff Matthews, Andy Backman, Larry Rettman, and Tom Bik. A hearty round of applause was given to these long serving members of MLT. She also recognized other “founding fathers”.

On a motion made by Tom Bik and seconded by Susan Speers, the meeting was adjourned at 7:26 p.m. by unanimous vote and everyone was invited to enjoy the speaker for the evening, Todd McLeish.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Nedoroscik

Secretary

___________________________________________________________________

Congratulations to Paige Salmon of Northbridge, MA and daughter of MLT Board member Laurie Salmon, whose photograph of a beach at York, Maine was named a nationwide finalist and winner of “Honorable Mention” in the 2009 Environmental Protection Agency’s Rachel Carson Sense of Wonder Intergenerational contest. [image: image5.jpg]ﬁ
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Rachel Carson is considered to be the founder of the contemporary environmental movement through her book, "Silent Spring." Using the title of another of Carson's books, "The Sense of Wonder," the contest sought submissions "that best express the 'Sense of Wonder' that you feel when observing the sea, the night sky, forests, birds, wildlife, and all that is beautiful to your eyes." 

Finalists were selected based on originality, creativity, use of an intergenerational team, and ability to capture a sense of wonder. The contest was sponsored by the U.S. EPA Aging Initiative, in partnership with Generations United and the Rachel Carson Council Inc., and the Liz Lerman Dance Exchange.
New Developments in the Metacomet Land Trust

In 2008 and 2009 the Metacomet Land Trust increased its coverage area to include the communities of Millbury and Northbridge. In total, Metacomet’s coverage area now includes Franklin, Bellingham, Blackstone, Douglas, Mendon, Millbury (new community), Millville, Norfolk, Northbridge (new community), Sutton, Upton, Uxbridge and Wrentham. Each of those communities has invited the Metacomet Land Trust to represent and assist them in land preservation and conservation issues.
As recommended in our five year strategic plan, we also formed several sub-committees to increase our efficiency and effectiveness. Their reports are included here and we urge you to read them. Our Program and Outreach Committee’s new partnership with the Department of Conservation and Recreation at River Bend Farm in Uxbridge was very successful in reaching young people who crave more hands-on knowledge about nature. The programs could not have happened without the generous time given by our many volunteers and we thank them. Please consider joining one of our sub-committees. It’s a great way to better understand the land trust and what we do.

“In every walk with nature, one receives far more than he seeks.”

John Muir

Founder, the Sierra Club
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How Does Metacomet Land Trust Operate?

The Metacomet Land Trust is governed by a Board of Directors. Our Board of Directors includes representatives from towns throughout the service area, each of whom brings years of experience in local conservation and planning. Monthly meetings are held, usually at the Mendon Senior Center, and additional meetings are held as needed. 
In 2009 members assisted communities with fund raising efforts for land preservation, held workshops and educational events and served as a transition team for the annual Unibank Greenway Challenge.
Members of the Board of Directors serve three year terms. Current members are:
President Lisa Mosczynski, Douglas

(term expires 2011)
Vice-President Tom Bik, Blackstone

(term expires 2009)
Treasurer Susan Speers, Franklin

(term expires 2010)
Secretary Patricia Nedoroscik, Sutton

(term expires 2010)
Andy Backman, Blackstone


(term expires 2009)
Nicholas Bik, Blackstone



(term expires 2010)
Susan Darnell, Mendon



(term expires 2011)
Dianne Demarais, Wrentham


(term expires 2010)
Barry Lariviere, Bellingham


(term expires 2011)
Anne Matthews, Bellingham


(term expires 2011)
Mike Penko, Upton




(term expires 2009)
Larry Rettman, Franklin



(term expires 2011)
William Bauser, Wrentham



(term expires 2009)
Laurie Salmon, Northbridge


(term expires 2011)
Thank you Andy and Bill for your dedication to Metacomet and to land preservation! 

These positions will be voted on at the annual meeting. If any member is interested in seeking a seat on the board, please contact Lisa Mosczynski at 508-341-4876.
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Ted Elliman (right) of the New England Wild Flower Society takes participants on a invasive plant species walk at River Bend Farm in Uxbridge as part of the partnership grant with Metacomet.
PROPERTIES IN WHICH METACOMET LAND TRUST 

HOLDS AN INTEREST

As of September 30, 2009
OPEN LAND: Our total open land acreage currently stands at 337 acres.

10.5 acres off Dawn Marie Circle, Franklin: conservation land.

41.8 acres off Lincoln Street, Franklin: within Franklin Woods open space subdivision. 

1.75 acres, Coronation Drive, Franklin: outdoor classroom used by Kennedy Elementary School and Stony Brook Wildlife Sanctuary. Dedicated to Alfred S. Ferguson in May 2000.

12.8 acres known as the Reid Memorial Conservation Area, on Daniels Street in Franklin, a bequest from Mr. Arthur D. Nelson to honor his wife, Gwendolyn Reid Nelson.

3.2 acres, Central Turnpike, Sutton: conservation area.

130 acres, Hop Brook Conservation Area, Mendon Street, Blackstone: The land trust owns extensive woodland for open space and trails originally donated by Doris Daniels King in 1998. A permanent conservation restriction to the Mass Department of Fish and Game controls the use of the vast majority of this property and allows for future construction of an educational center and office. A three acre lot to the south on Mendon Street is owned by the land trust and not included in the Conservation Restriction.
126.9 acres off Chase Road in Sutton and Millbury: conservation land donated by Mr. Henry Boria
6.5 acres on Putnam Hill Road, Sutton, donated by James and Marina Gvazdauskas, January 2001: conservation area.

9 acres on Manchaug Road in Sutton, donated by Otco, Inc. in November, 2001: conservation land.

6 acres off Manchaug Road in Sutton, donated by John & Donna Couture, December 2002: conservation land.
CONSERVATION RESTRICTIONS: total acreage under permanent restriction is 162 acres

27 acres at the Hancock Christmas Tree Farm, 508 Hancock Street, Wrentham, donated by Bill and Joyce Marland, December 28, 2005

11.7 acres on Charles River, off Plymouth Road, Bellingham: owned by the Bellingham Conservation Commission

62 acres, Chestnut Street, Upton: owned by the Bernat family

27 acres, Fox Fire Farm, Hazel Street, Uxbridge, owned by the Hanscom family 

35 acres, Dan Griffiths Property, Sutton, now owned by new owners
13.6 acres, West Street, Uxbridge near Laurel Brook (photo below).
7 AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROPERTIES: House lots in Franklin owned by Metacomet Land Trust and leased to owners of affordable homes on each parcel, total acreage 4.8 acres

61 Lewis Street, 195 School Street, 891 Lincoln Street, 608 Maple Street, 4 Rolling Ridge Road, 
809 Summer Street, and 813 Summer Street
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Metacomet Land Trust Annual Membership Meeting 

Please join us at our annual meeting which will be held at the Mendon Senior Center, 62 Providence Street in Mendon, Massachusetts on Wednesday, December 9, 2009, at 6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Annual meeting with approval of minutes from last year’s meeting, election of Board of 

Directors, and special recognitions.
Board of Directors slate of nominees for re-election:  Tom Bik, Blackstone, and Mike Penko, Upton
7:00 p.m.
Program:  Rob and Caroline Nicholson of Sweetwilliam Farm in Upton speaking about Sustainable Farming.and its connection to the land. 

7:45 p.m.
Refreshments and fellowship
Is sustainable agriculture a realistic goal in Massachusetts today?

Come hear the perspective from a practicing farm’s point of view when Rob and Caroline Nicholson of Sweetwilliam Farm in Upton present our Annual Meeting program. We’ll also discuss and debate the important connection our land preservation efforts have to supporting agriculture in the region. 

Sweetwilliam Farm states that: “The objective of our business is to provide a high quality product and reliable service for our customers. This year our emphasis is on the environment and reducing our carbon footprint. We are providing produce to the community through sustainable agriculture.” The farm supplies many outlets with fresh eggs and also operates a CSA – Community Supported Agriculture – or subscription service to those wanting fresh vegetables through out the spring, summer and fall. Come enjoy this presentation and find out more about how sustainable agriculture works!

Metacomet Land Trust, Inc

Balance Sheet

September 30, 2009

ASSETS

Current Assets

Operating Checking 

$ 4,289.00

Money Market Account 

 39,231.30

CR Protection Endowment 
   7,170.31

CR Endow CD 


   5,595.48

SNETT Special Projects 

   1,256.38

Lake Manchaug Projects 

   3,420.99

Upton Project Fund 

      679.24

Wrentham Land Preservation 
   4,392.33

Lease Fees Receivable                           370.00

Prepaid Expenses                                2,659.25

Total Current Assets 



69,064.28

Property and Equipment

Equipment 1,842.56

Accumulated Depreciation (1,764.16)

Land/Affordable House Lots 341,707.00

Land Open Space 1,159,192.00

Total Property and Equipment 

         1,500,977.40

Other Assets

Total Other Assets 



       0.00

Total Assets 



     $ 1,570,041.68

LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable 
          $ 45,090.54

Accrued Expenses 

`2,000.93

Total Current Liabilities 



47,091.47

Long-Term Liabilities

Total Long-Term Liabilities 
       0.00

Total Liabilities 

            


47,091.47

Capital

Retained Earnings 
              13,292.88

Unrestricted Funds 
             (10,329.15)

Board Designated - DF 

  3,007.69

Board Designated - CR Enforce 
  2,000.00

Temporarily Restricted 

40,005.98

Permanently Restricted
         1,470,527.05

Net Income 


  4,445.76

Total Capital 



  1,522,950.21

Total Liabilities & Capital 

$ 1,570,041.68

Unaudited - For Management Purposes Only

Metacomet Sub-Committee News and Notes
As MLT grows, its operations also grow and we look for volunteers on and off the Board to contribute their skills and talents in a variety of ways from marketing to finance, fundraising, public relations, programs, and stewardship. Won’t you consider joining one of these committees?

The Board Affairs Committee is the former Nominating Committee and is responsible for the recruitment and development of skilled Board members. In 2009, a Board Handbook was created to orient new members and to gather the most critical information for Board members in one place.  
The Education and Public Outreach Committee partnered with the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation at River Bend Farm in Uxbridge to hold a series of Family Adventure Workshops from May through October. Working with Ranger Kathryn Parent on Saturday mornings once a month, children (and their parents) learned about birds, turtles, monarch butterflies, dragonflies, and insects, gained knowledge and appreciation of nature and a new appreciation for places such as River Bend Farm that are saved from development through conservation and preservation. More than one hundred children and adults visited River Bend Farm to participate in these programs. In September MLT board members Pat Nedoroscik and Laurie Salmon were honored at River Bend Farm by the Volunteers in Parks for their dedication to these programs.

The Hopp Brook Education Center Committee’s first phase of work is to conceptualize a building and plot plan for a future educational center that will be on Metacomet land adjacent to the Hopp Brook area on Mendon Street in Blackstone. Field work will be done to lay out and draft a final site plan that will be submitted to the Commonwealth’s Department of Fish and Wildlife for approval and also as part of the Conservation Restriction Compliance Requirement already on the property. The committee aims to get this phase completed this fall and winter season for submittal in the spring/summer of 2010.

The Stewardship Committee is responsible for making recommendations for the management and monitoring of the land we own and on the conservation restrictions we hold. In 2009 we began work on stewardship plans for each of our properties. We developed a template for the plans and began work on our property on Coronation Drive in Franklin. Each plan will include natural resources inventories, trail mapping, and management recommendations. The Stewardship Committee will also work to implement the New England Wild Flower Society findings into the stewardship plans for our Blackstone and Sutton properties. We are looking for volunteers to help manage MLT properties. 
Opportunities include wildlife and plant inventories, trail and stone wall mapping, trail construction and maintenance, fabrication and installation of signs, and the control of invasive species.    

The Fundraising / Membership Development Committee is focused on growing our membership and to make recommendations to raise funds to help MLT realize its vision for the future. We are looking for grant writers, fundraising professionals to advise us and volunteers to help us indentify donors who will contribute to the organization’s ongoing work.
Unibank Greenway Challenge participation: Volunteers representing the Metacomet Land Trust hosted a transition site during the recent Unibank Greenway Challenge, a nearly 50 mile running, paddling, and cycling athletic event designed to highlight the recreational opportunities throughout the Blackstone River Valley in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. Assisting with this project provided the land trust with an opportunity to network with other groups working in the region and allowed more residents to learn about the land trust and its mission. Everyone helping out had a great time!
Landowners….our sincere thanks those of you who Conserve Your Land
As you consider the future of your land and the wildlife that live around you, we encourage you to consider the contribution your land makes to a healthy ecosystem. Your land -- farm fields, woods, wetlands, or river frontage – provides habitat for the native plants and animals of our region and also helps keep our air and water clean. It is a lasting contribution to a healthy environment for tomorrow’s children. The Metacomet Land Trust is here to assist you with your conservation efforts whether “your land” is hundreds of acres or your back yard. Please contact us with your questions, concerns, and suggestions for programs that would assist you with your conservation efforts.
To join or renew your membership in the land trust, please fill in below and mail to

Metacomet Land Trust, P.O. Box 231, Franklin, MA 02038
Senior/ Student Member 
 $ 10.00   __________

General Individual Member  
 $ 25.00   __________

Family Membership

 $ 50.00   __________

Business/Corporate Member    $ 100.00 __________

Friend of Conservation
           $ 100.00 __________

I would like to make an additional gift to the Metacomet Land Trust. Please apply my gift towards:

The Land Projects Staff Campaign ______

As needed __________

Other (please specify) _________________________________
 NAME(S):___________________________________________________________

 ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________

 TELEPHONE ____________________________   EMAIL:_____________________________
If you would like to discuss a bequest to Metacomet Land Trust, 

please call Board President Lisa Mosczynski at (888) 298-7284.
                                      


Proxy Vote:


If you are not able to attend the annual meeting, you may fill out and return this portion as your proxy ballot. This will count toward the required quorum of 20 voting members or 20% of all dues paying members (whichever is larger). Your proxy instructs Lisa Mosczynski, President, or Tom Bik, Vice President, to cast your vote in the election of board members, the approval of last year’s meeting minutes, and approval of this year’s Annual Report.





METACOMET LAND TRUST 2009 ANNUAL MEETING MEMBER PROXY


	I authorize MLT Board President Lisa Mosczynski or Vice President Tom Bik to exercise my vote at the 2009 Annual Meeting for the ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS, APPROVAL OF 2008 MEETING MINUTES, and APPROVAL OF THE 2009 ANNUAL REPORT.








NAME:  _________________________________________








DATE:   _________________________________________


Please mail your proxy to Metacomet Land Trust, PO Box 231, Franklin, MA 02038 to arrive by Wednesday, December 2, 2009. 





“In every out thrust headland, in every curving beach, in every grain of sand there is the story of the earth.”


						Rachel Carson
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